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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment was received on 6/29/04, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1-4, 7-11, 17-19, and 21-28 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, seen on pages 19-23, filed 6/29/04, with respect to the rejection 
of the presently amended independent claims 1, 7, 18, 19, 21-24, 27, and 28, as cited in the 
Office action dated 3/29/04 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ikeda et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 5,720,014) in view of Hashimoto (U.S. Patent Number 5,838,459), have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration of the current amended claims, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of the previously cited reference of Kikuchi et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,552,901), with 
a full discussion below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-11, 18, 19, and 21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Kikuchi et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,552,901, cited in the Office action dated 
4/3/03). 

Regarding claim 7, Kikuchi discloses a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1,3, and 4), which comprises a connector, adapted to connect a network that is connectable 
to a plurality of data processing terminals to the data communication system (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, 
clients 3, and fax server 1), an operation input unit, adapted to receive a manual instruction from 
an operator (operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), a data transmitter, adapted to 
transmit a document based on the instruction input by the operation input unit (column 5, lines 
28-65), with the document being transmitted to an external data communication terminal (fax 6) 
via a line (public switched network 5) that does not include the connector (see Fig. 1, column 10, 
lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), a transfer unit (LAN control unit 21), adapted to 
transfer transmission result information representing a result of the document transmission 
performed by the data transmitter (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby 
communication history information is periodically collected) and the document (column 8, line 
58-column 9, line 2) transmitted by the data transmitter to one of the plurality of data processing 
terminals via the connector (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the 
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fax server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document 
transmitted by the data transmitter"), and a discrimination unit, adapted to discriminate user 
information input by the operation input unit in a case where the data transmitter transmits the 
document (column 17, lines 55-67), wherein the transfer unit transfers the transmission result 
information and the document based on the user information discriminated by the discrimination 
unit (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, 
lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 2, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
1 above, and further teaches that the data transmitter transmits the document based on a second 
instruction from the data processing terminal connected to the data communication system via 
the connector (column 8, line 9-column 9, line 9). 

Regarding claim 3, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
1 above, and further teaches of the transmission result information transferred by the transfer unit 
includes a transmission destination (see Figs. 5-7). 

Regarding claim 4, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
1 above, and further teaches of the transfer unit notifies the data processing terminal of the 
transmission result information in accordance with a change in information to be notified 
(column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4-24). 

Regarding claim 7, Kikuchi discloses a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1, 3, and 4) comprising a connector, adapted to connect a network that is connectable to a 
plurality of data processing terminals to the data communication system (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, 
clients 3, and fax server 1), an operation input unit, adapted to receive a manual instruction from 
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an operator (operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), a designation unit, adapted to 
designate an ID for specifying a data processing terminal on the network connected by the 
connector (column 8, lines 37-45), a data transmitter, adapted to transmit a document based on 
the designation input by the operation input unit (column 5, lines 28-65), with the document 
being transmitted to an external data communication terminal (fax 6) via a line (public switched 
network 5) that does not include the connector (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 
12, lines 19-36), a transfer unit (LAN control unit 21), adapted to transfer transmission result 
information representing a result of the document transmission performed by the data transmitter 
based on the designation input by the operation unit (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 
4-24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) and the document 
(column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted by the data transmitter to one of the plurality of 
data processing terminals connected by the connector (fax server 1, whereby the document is 
transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein 
being "the document transmitted by the data transmitter"), and a determination unit, adapted to 
determine whether or not the ID is designated by the designation unit (column 8, lines 37-45, and 
column 17, line 55-column 18, line 59), and a transfer control.unit, adapted t control the transfer 
unit in accordance with a determination result by the determination unit (column 8, line 58- 
column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 8, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
7 above, and further teaches that the transfer unit does not transfer the information in absence of 
an ID designated by the designation unit (column 19, line 55-column 20, line 11, whereby when 
no request is received, thereby having ID input, information is not transferred). 
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Regarding claim 9, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
7 above, and further teaches that the ID designated by the designation unit is information 
representing a user on a network (column 8, lines 37-45). 

Regarding claim 10, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
7 above, and further teaches that the data transmitter transmits the document, based on the 
designated ID, from the data processing terminal connected to the data communication system 
via the connector (column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36). 

Regarding claim 11, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
7 above, and further teaches that the information transferred by the transfer unit includes a 
transmission destination (see Figs. 5-7). 

Regarding claim 18, Kikuchi discloses a computer-readable medium storing a program 
for implementing a method for controlling a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1, 3, and 4, and column 13, lines 28-35, wherein the system inherently stores a program on 
a computer-readable medium) connected to a network that is connectable to a plurality of data 
processing terminals via a connector (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, clients 3, and fax server 1), with the 
program comprising program code for an input step of receiving an instruction manually inputted 
by an operator using an operation input unit (operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), 
program code for a transmission step of transmitting a document based on the instruction 
manually inputted in the input step (column 5, lines 28-65), with the document being transmitted 
to an external data communication terminal (fax 6) via a line (public switched network 5) that 
does not include the connector (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), 
program code for a transfer step of transferring transmission result information representing a 
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result of the document transmission performed in the transmission step (column 12, lines 6-67, 
and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) 
and the document (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmission step to one 
of the plurality of data processing terminals via the connector (fax server 1, whereby the 
document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 
5, therein being "the document transmitted by the data transmitter"), and program code for a 
discrimination step of discriminating user information input in the input step in a case where the 
transmission step transmits the document (column 17, lines 55-67), wherein the transfer step 
transfers the transmission result information and the document based on the user information 
discriminated in the discrimination step (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55- 
column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 19, Kikuchi discloses a computer-readable medium storing a program 
for implementing a method for controlling a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1, 3, and 4, and column 13, lines 28-35, wherein the system inherently stores a program on 
a computer-readable medium) connected to a network that is connectable to a plurality of data 
processing terminals via a connector (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, clients 3, and fax server 1), with the 
program comprising program code for an input step of receiving an instruction manually inputted 
by an operator using an operation input unit that is part of the data communication system 
(operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), program code for a designation step of 
designating an ID for specifying a data processing terminal on the network connected by the 
connector, from the designation manually inputted (column 8, lines 37-45), program code for a 
transmission step of transmitting a document based on the instruction manually inputted in the 
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input step (column 5, lines 28-65), with the document being transmitted to an external data 
communication terminal (fax 6) via a line (public switched network 5) that does not include the 
connector (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), program code for a 
transfer step of transferring information representing a document transmission performed in the 
transmission step (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby communication 
history information is periodically collected) based on the designation inputted in the input step 
and the document (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmission step to one 
of the plurality of data processing terminals connected by the connector (fax server 1, whereby 
the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which is then transmitted via the 
network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by the data transmitter"), and program code 
for a determination step of determining whether the ID is designated in the designation step 
(column 8, lines 37-45, and column 17, line 55-column 18, line 59), and program code for a 
transfer control step of controlling the transfer step in accordance with a determination result of 
the determination step (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 
19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 21, Kikuchi discloses a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1,3, and 4) which communicates with an external device (fax 6) via a transmission path 
(public switched network 5), and that communicates with a data processing terminal (see 
abstract), the system comprising a signal path through which the data communication system 
communicates with the data processing terminal (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, clients 3, and fax server 1), 
with the signal path being a path different from the transmission path (see Fig. 1), an input 
section through which an operator manually inputs an instruction to the data communication 
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system (operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), a transmitter that, based upon the 
manually inputted instruction, transmits a document through the transmission path to the external 
device (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), a transfer section (LAN 
control unit 21) that transfers transmission result information representing a result of the 
document transmission performed by the transmitter to the data processing terminal by the signal 
path (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby communication history 
information is periodically collected), a discriminator that discriminates user information input in 
the input section in a case where the transmitter transmits the document (column 17, lines 55- 
67), wherein the transfer section transfers the transmission result information and the document 
(column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax 
server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by 
the data transmitter") based on the user information discriminated by the discriminator (column 
8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 22, Kikuchi discloses a method of controlling a data communication 
system (remote FAX 9, see Figs. 1, 3, and 4) that communicates with an external device (fax 6), 
and with a data processing terminal (fax server 1, see abstract), the method comprising manually 
inputting an instruction to the data communication system (operation control unit 22, column 5, 
lines 28-65), transmitting a document to the external device via a transmission path (public 
switched network 5), based upon the manually inputted instruction, the transmitting step 
producing transmission result information (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, 
lines 19-36), transferring the transmission result information representing a result of the 
document transmission performed in the transmitting step (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 
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20, lines 4-24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) and the 
document (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmitting step to the data 
processing terminal (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax 
server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by 
the data transmitter"), and discriminating user information input in the input step in a case where 
the transmitting step transmits the document (column 17, lines 55-67), wherein the transferring 
step transfers the transmission result information and the document based on the user 
information discriminated in the discriminating step (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 
17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 23, Kikuchi discloses a computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for implementing a method for controlling a data communication system (remote FAX 
9, see Figs. 1, 3, and 4, and column 13, lines 28-35, wherein the system inherently stores a 
program on a computer-readable medium) that communicates with an external device (fax 6), 
and with a data processing terminal (fax server 1, see abstract), the program comprising code for 
an input step of inputting a manual instruction to the data communication system (operation 
control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), code for a transmission step of transmitting a document 
to the external device via a transmission path (public switched network 5), based upon the 
inputted manual instruction, the transmission step producing transmission result information (see 
Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), code for a transfer step of 
transferring the transmission result information representing a result of the document 
transmission performed in the transmission step (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4- 
24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) and the document 
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(column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmission step to the data processing 
terminal (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which 
is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by the data 
transmitter"), and code for a discrimination step of discriminating user information inputted in 
the input step in a case where the transmission step transmits the document (column 17, lines 55- 
67), wherein the transfer step transfers the transmission result information and the document 
based on the user information discriminated in the discrimination step (column 8, line 58-column 
9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 24, Kikuchi discloses a data communication system (remote FAX 9, see 
Figs. 1, 3, and 4), which comprises a connector, adapted to connect a network that is connectable 
to a plurality of data processing terminals to the data communication system (LAN 4, see Fig. 1, 
clients 3, and fax server 1), an operation input unit, adapted to receive an instruction manually 
inputted by an operator (operation control unit 22, column 5, lines 28-65), an input unit, adapted 
to input a document to be transmitted to a destination (scanner 90, column 5, lines 53-65), a data 
transmitter, adapted to transmit a document input by the input unit based on the instruction input 
by the operation input unit (column 5, lines 28-65), with the document being transmitted to the 
destination (fax 6) via a line (public switched network 5) that does not include the connector (see 
Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), a transfer unit (LAN control unit 
21), adapted to transfer transmission result information representing a result of the document 
transmission performed by the data transmitter (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4- 
24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) and the document 
(column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted by the data transmitter to the data processing 
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terminal (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which 
is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by the data 
transmitter"), and a discrimination unit, adapted to discriminate user information inputted by the 
operation input unit in a case where the data transmitter transmits the document (column 1 7, 
lines 55-67), wherein the transfer unit transfers the transmission result information and the 
document based on the user information discriminated by the discrimination unit (column 8, line 
58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 25, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
24 above, and further teaches that the connector (LAN 4) connects a network that is connectable 
to a plurality of data processing terminals to the data communication system (see Fig. 1, clients 
3, and fax server 1). 

Regarding claim 26, Kikuchi discloses the data communication system discussed in claim 
24 above, and further teaches of a reader which reads an image on a document and generates an 
image document (scanner 90), wherein the input unit inputs the image document from the reader 
and the data transmitter transmits the image document inputted by the input unit (column 5, lines 
53-65). 

Regarding claim 27, Kikuchi discloses a method of controlling a data communication 
system (remote FAX 9, see Figs. 1, 3, and 4), with the method comprising a reception step of 
receiving an instruction manually inputted by an operator (operation control unit 22, column 5, 
lines 28-65), an input step of inputting a document to be transmitted to a destination (scanner 90, 
column 5, lines 53-65), a transmission step of transmitting the document based on the instruction 
received in the reception step (column 5, lines 28-65) to the destination (fax 6) via a line (public 
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switched network 5) that does not include a connector (LAN 4) adapted to connect a data 
processing terminal to the data communication system (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and 
column 12, lines 19-36), a transfer step of transferring transmission result information 
representing a result of the document transfer in the transmission step (column 12, lines 6-67, 
and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby communication history information is periodically collected) 
and the document (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmission step to the 
data processing terminal via the connector (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via 
LAN 4 to the fax server 1, which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the 
document transmitted by the data transmitter"), and a discrimination step of discriminating user 
information received in the reception step in a case where the transmission step transmits the 
document (column 17, lines 55-67), wherein the transfer step transfers the transmission result 
information and the document based on the user information discriminated in the discrimination 
step (column 8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, 
lines 7-31). 

Regarding claim 28, Kikuchi discloses a computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for implementing a method of controlling a data communication system (remote FAX 9, 
see Figs. 1, 3, and 4, and column 13, lines 28-35, wherein the system inherently stores a program 
on a computer-readable medium), with the program comprising program code for a reception 
step of receiving an instruction manually inputted by an operator (operation control unit 22, 
column 5, lines 28-65), program code for an input step of inputting a document to be transmitted 
to a destination (scanner 90, column 5, lines 53-65), program code for a transmission step of 
transmitting the document based on the instruction received in the reception step (column 5, lines 
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28-65) to the destination (fax 6) via a line (public switched network 5) that does not include a 
connector (LAN 4) adapted to connect a data processing terminal to the data communication 
system (see Fig. 1, column 10, lines 57-67, and column 12, lines 19-36), program code for a 
transfer step of transferring transmission result information representing a result of the document 
transfer in the transmission step (column 12, lines 6-67, and column 20, lines 4-24, whereby 
communication history information is periodically collected) and the document (column 8, line 
58-column 9, line 2) transmitted in the transmission step to the data processing terminal via the 
connector (fax server 1, whereby the document is transferred via LAN 4 to the fax server 1, 
which is then transmitted via the network 5, therein being "the document transmitted by the data 
transmitter"), and program code for a discrimination step of discriminating user information 
received in the reception step in a case where the transmission step transmits the document 
(column 17, lines 55-67), wherein the transfer step transfers the transmission result information 
and the document based on the user information discriminated in the discrimination step (column 
8, line 58-column 9, line 2, column 17, lines 55-column 18, line 19, and column 19, lines 7-31). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 17 is allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 17, in the examiner's opinion, it would not have been obvious to have 

the system, as claimed, include the limitations requiring at the data communication system, 
inputting a designation manually entered by an operator using an operation input unit, and 
designating an ID based on the manual designation inputted using the operation input unit, as 
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well as at the data processing terminal, the limitation of independently storing the 
communication result information related to the document communication. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 
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